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Functions of the MINDS Guideline Center
MINDS of Japan Council for Quality Health Care (JCQHC), is the only 

neutral, third-party organization in Japan for health care and functions as the 

Guideline Center of Japan.  MINDS covers a wide variety of activities for 

clinical practice guidelines (CPGs):

MINDS Support for CPG Development

Brief History of MINDS
2002······ JCQHC establishes the EBM Promotion Project

2004······The MINDS website is launched 

2007······The MINDS Handbook for CPG Development 2007 is published
and the biannual meeting of CPG developers is held

2011······ A 5-year consignment contract with Ministry of Health, 
Labor, and Welfare, Japan is received

2013······The Workshop for Guideline Developers begins

2014 ······The MINDS Handbook for CPG Development 2014 is published
The online CPG editing system (GUIDE) is developed
The MINDS-QIP Collaborate Project with Kyoto University 
for CPG implementation and assessment is launched

1 MINDS supports CPG developers by providing CPG development 
 methods suitable for the healthcare system in Japan, 

2 MINDS disseminates CPGs which show high quality methodology on 
 the MINDS website,

3 MINDS implements CPGs into clinical practice, and  

4 MINDS assesses improvements in healthcare quality by quality indicators.

Support CPG
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Assess 
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• Workshop for CPG Developers

· Basic Course (2 times/year)

· Systematic Review Course (2 times/year) 

Dissemination of CPGs which Show High Quality Methodology 
• MINDS began in 2011 to comprehensively search for CPGs published in Japan

• Identified CPGs are evaluated from the methodological viewpoint using AGREE II

• Online CPG Editing System (GUIDE)

(available only in Japanese)

• MINDS Handbook for CPG Development 2014

(English translation is available.)

MINDS De�nition of CPG
A clinical practice guideline is a document that presents 
the most appropriate recommendations to assist patients 
and practitioners in making decisions regarding clinical 
practice of high importance, based on the body of 
evidence evaluated and integrated by systematic reviews 
and the balance between benefits and harms.
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